
Below is the schedule of weekly shiurim, chaburot, and other learning opportunities for 
the Spring Semester of 2012. Stay tuned for updates, guest speakers, and other exciting 
events! 
All classes meet in the Beit Midrash (located in the basement of Shapiro Residence Hall 
Room 10B, Massel Quad) unless otherwise noted. Schedule changes will be publicized 
in BOO announcements and on Facebook, as well as in the “Education Corner,” located 
in the Beit Midrash. 
 
If you have any questions, comments, or suggestions, contact BOO Education 
Coordinator Aaron Wengrofsky (ajweng@brandeis.edu). You can also contact Beit 
Midrash Coordinator, Nathan Young (nyoung@brandeis.edu).  

 

Check out what category each chabura or shiur is in to see which ones will interest you! 
	
  

Toby Kaplowitz, toby@brandeis.edu  
Category: Learning Program 
Time and location: TBA 
	
  
Join together with friends for Sunday morning brunch and learning at 
the Kaplowitz home. We’ll meet once a month for a source-based class 
about and for Jewish women. All women welcome! 
	
  

Toby Kaplowitz, toby@brandeis.edu  
Category: Learning Program 
Time and location: 3 Part Class, dates TBA 
	
  
Join Toby for a hands on class about how to make tasty guacamole and 
brew tea on shabbat! Learn about the halachot (laws) in question and 
of course we will enjoy our tasty creation! We will also learn how to 
bake challah in preparation for Shabbat. Pull up your sleeves and get 
your hands in some spicy guacamole! All are encouraged to attend! 
 

 



	
  

Sarah Jaffe, sjaffe@brandeis.edu;  
Zahava Guz, zahavag@brandeis.edu;  
Nathan Young, nyoung@brandeis.edu 
Category: Learning Program 
Time: Sunday-Friday, 9:00 am in Sherman Dining Hall 
 
"Greater is the [Crown of] Torah than the [Crowns of] the Priesthood 
and of the Kingship, For the Kingship is possessed with thirty values, 
and Priesthood is possessed with twenty four values, but the Torah is 
possessed with forty eight values." 
 
Not all of us can serve as priests, and only one of us can be king, but we 
all have the ability to bear the Crown of Torah. Join the Breakfast Club 
at Sherman Dining Hall 9 AM every morning as we examine the virtues 
that make a Torah Scholar. 

Eitan Mosenkis, mosenkis@brandeis.edu 
Category: Holidays  
Time: Monday-Thursday, 1:00-1:15 pm 
	
  
Do you ever feel like the chagim (holidays) just sneak up on you? Do 
you miss being in yeshiva, seminary, day school, or even preschool, 
where for weeks before every yom tov, you could feel the excitement? 
If so, join us for 15 minutes of text-based learning every day Monday 
through Thursday. We will learn about the halachic, midrashic, 
chasidic, and other aspects of Tu B'shvat, Purim and Pesach, with a 
little bit on Lag B'Omer and Shavuot. Snacks occasionally provided. 

 



Adam Ossip, aossip@brandeis.edu 
Category: Mishna Bekiyot 
Time: Sunday, 8:00-8:30 pm 
	
  
Many would describe the Gemarah (Talmud) as the most well-known 
part of the Torah She'b'al Peh, the Oral Torah. However, the Gemarah 
is actually a commentary on the Mishnah. Understanding the Mishnah is 
essential to understanding the Gemarah, the oral law as a whole, and 
how we practice our Judaism today. Starting with Mesechet Brachot, 
we'll go through the Mishnah in Hebrew and English in a simple 
manner. The Kehati commentary will be used occasionally to elaborate 
specific points. 
	
  

Eitan Cooper, eicooper@brandeis.edu 
Category: Mussar 
Time: Sunday, 8:30-9:00 pm 
 
In the first line of Messilat Yesharim, the author claims that you already 
know everything in the book. So what is the point in reading it? Come to 
this chaburah to find out! 

	
  

David Lehmann, dsl90@brandeis.edu 
Category: Learning Program 
Time: Sunday, 7:00 pm 
	
  
Sunday night…the evening preceding another hard week of homework 
and papers. What better way to cope with the brain-drain than with a 
little Torah! Come down to the basement of Shapiro dorm (the Beit 
Midrash) for Sunday Night Learning. There’s FREE PIZZA every week 
so grab a chavruta and enjoy some open learning! If you don’t have a 
special someone, we will pair you with a partner! 
	
  



	
  

Adena Morgan, aemorgan@brandeis.edu 
Category: Personality 
Time: Monday, 7:15-8:00 pm 
 
Rabbi Abraham Joshua Heschel (1907-1972) has influenced and 
inspired Jewish and non-Jewish people around the world as a model of 
spirituality and action.  In this chaburah we will read Heschel’s writings 
on God, spirituality, prayer, Judaism, and activism and become 
inspired ourselves to be better people and better Jews.   

Shani Rosenbaum, shani@brandeis.edu 
Category: Torah/Midrash 
Time: Monday, 8:00-9:00 pm 
 
This weekly chabura will aim to uncover new depths of understanding 
in the book of Bereishit (Genesis), using the lens of the Rabbinic 
exegetical wonder known as Midrash. Each week, we will explore the 
Midrash's understanding of the ideas underlying the Torah's text, 
learning to identify the problems and subtexts the Midrash reveals and 
opening doors to new understanding of the Torah, God, and the human 
situation. 
	
  

Jason Sugarman, jsugar@brandeis.edu 
Category: Gemorah 
Time: Monday, 9:00-10:00 pm 
 
This chaburah will be a fast-paced Gemorah shiur for those who would 
like to learn a simple understanding of the Gemorah Chagigah. All are 
welcome to attend. 

	
  



Daniel Kasdan, dgkasdan@brandeis.edu 
Category: Mussar/Personality 
Time: Tuesday, 8:15-9:00 pm 
 
The Torah commands us to "remember that which G-d did to Miriam" in 
the desert. Yet, despite the severe punishment Miriam received for 
speaking Lashon Hara (evil speech) about her brother, many Jews 
continue to speak negatively about one another. In this chaburah, we 
will read and discuss the Chofetz Chaim's book "Kuntres Zachor 
L'Miriam," a collection of essays aimed at helping us refine our speech. 
Both English and Hebrew copies of the text will be provided. 

Rabbi Kaplowitz, rabbikap@brandeis.edu 
Category: Gemorah 
Time: Tuesday, 9:00-10:00 pm 
 
A conceptual analysis of Massechet (Tractate) Sukkah and its major 
commentaries. Sources will be provided in advance for chavrutah 
preparation. All are welcome. 
 

Daniel Kasdan, dgkasdan@brandeis.edu 
Category: Tanach 
Time: Wednesday, 8:00-9:00 pm  
 
In one of the most disconcerting passages in Tanach, Dovid HaMelech 
commits adultery, tries to hide his actions, and then murders a loyal 
member of his own army. But despite these patent sins, Chazal not only 
exonerates Dovid, but also even justifies many of his actions. In this 
chaburah, we will put Dovid HaMelech on trial, using the words of our 
Sages as legal testimony, in an attempt to unravel the mysteries of this 
disturbing story. 

	
  

	
  



	
  
	
  

Zevvy Goldish, zgoldish@brandeis.edu 
Category: Halacha 
Time: Wednesday, 9:00-9:30 pm 
	
  
Shabbos is hands down the best idea the Jewish people have ever had. 
Unfortunately, the beauty of Shabbos is buried under a mess of laws 
that seem to restrict enjoyment at every turn. We will study the 
guidelines of Shabbos from the Shulchan Aruch and Mishna Brurah in 
the context of larger Shabbos values and try to understand what 
celebrating this most holy of days means for our relationship with God, 
the universe and ourselves. 

Nathan Young, nyoung@brandeis.edu 
Category: Tanach 
Time: Wednesday, 9:30-10:00 pm 
	
  
You may have noticed the cantillation marks in the book of Psalms, but 
you probably don't how to chant them. This is because Ashkenazic 
tradition did not preserve the melody, as they are not publically read in 
shul. However, Rabbi Yitschak Shlomo Zilberman has constructed an 
Ashkenazic melody based on the Syrian melody. In this Chabura we will 
learn how to chant Iyov, Mishlei, and Tehillim; the Sifrei Em"t. 
	
  
 

Rabbi Kaplowitz, rabbikap@brandeis.edu 
Category: Learning Program 
Time: Thursday, 10:00 am at Einstein’s  

                   5:00 pm at The Stein 
 
Continuing last year’s most popular shiur! There are now two 
opportunities to join us for an in-depth study of the weekly parsha. Choose 
your brew of the week. The same shiur will be given in both locations. 
Wednesday morning join us at Einstein’s over coffee. Wednesday evening 
we’ll be at the Stein for happy hour*. As always, drinks are on Rabbi 
Kaplowitz! (*Non-alcoholic drinks are available as well.)  
!

	
  



	
  

Eitan Cooper, eicooper@brandeis.edu 
Category: Parsha/Tanach 
Time: Thursday, 7:30-8:00 pm 
 
Come join this fast paced, fun filled chaburah where each week, every 
aliyah of the parsha will be presented in 5 minutes or less. Perfect for 
those who may be in a rush, but just want to get some quick vorts from 
the parsha to share at a Shabbat table. A new snack will be provided 
every week (some will be home baked!) 
 

Dina Kritz, dkritz@brandeis.edu 
Category: Philosophy 
Time: Thursday, 8:00-8:30 pm 
 
In One People, Two Worlds, Rabbis Ammi Hirsch and Yosef Reinman 
exchange emails about Judaism, comparing their Reform and Orthodox 
beliefs and perspectives on G-d's role in the world, the Torah, and the 
way a Jewish life should be lived, among many other topics central to 
Jewish faith. Both are passionate about their own beliefs, but together 
and individually, present moving arguments for the importance of 
Judaism, and raise many points every Jew should think about. In this 
chabura, we will read through some of the emails in the book and study 
these Rabbis' opinions, as well as come up with our own answers 
to fundamental questions. 

Atara Chouake, achouake@brandeis.edu 
Category: Mishna 
Time: Thursday, 8:30-9:00 pm 
 
Come one come all to the Pirkei Avot Chaburah! This is a general 
discussion group regarding the Ethics of the Fathers, but we will go 
more in depth if the group would like. 



	
  
	
  

Alyssa Moore, amoore@brandeis.edu 
Category: Learning Program 
Time: Thursday, 10:00 pm 
 
Come enjoy words of Torah from your friends and eat delicious chulent 
every Thursday night! Each week will feature a Dvar Torah given by a 
different student followed by a yummy treat. Mishmar is a great way to 
share and gain from friends while participating in a long-standing 
tradition. Please contact Alyssa if you are interested in speaking at 
Mishmar. 
 

Rabbi Kaplowitz, rabbikap@brandeis.edu 
Category: Learning Program 
Time: Thursday, 8:30-10:00 pm 
 
Rabbi Kaplowitz will be available in the Beit Midrash to answer 
questions about your learning or to schmooze. To set up a learning time 
within or outside of these hours, contact Rabbi Kaplowitz. 
!
 

	
  

David Lehmann, dsl90@brandeis.edu 
Category: Halacha 
Time: Shabbat, 1:00-1:30 pm 
 
Ever wanted to know more about the laws of keeping Shabbat? What 
better time to learn about such matters than the day itself! Come learn 
with the Shmirat Shabbat Kehilchata chabura where you can enjoy 
good food while understanding how to prepare food on Shabbos 
(among other things). 



	
  

Rocky Reichman, rockster@brandeis.edu 
Jacob Chatinover, jchat564@brandeis.edu 
Noah Fields, nfields@brandeis.edu 
Dan Shimansky, dshim@brandeis.edu 
Category: Mussar 
Time: Shabbat, 1:30-2:30 pm 
 
MUSSAR Group Study is rooted in the core principles of Judaism’s 
MUSSAR Tradition. As a follow-up to MUSSAR Group Study, practical 
tools are introduced based on the topics being studied in order to apply 
the topics to daily living. The goal is to help, guide, and motivate all to 
improve the qualities of both our interpersonal interactions and, by 
extension, our inner essence. Thus, we will be nurturing the good spirit 
of our souls and bettering this world! 
!

Alberto Moscona, amoscona@brandeis.edu 
Category: Culture 
Time: Shabbat, 2:30-3:00 pm 
 
The goal of this chabura is to learn how to read the Torah according to 
the Syrian/Yerushalmi tradition. Topics covered in the chabura can also 
include sephardic songs, history/traditions, and phrases in Ladino and 
Arabic. Chabura will be flexible and open to suggestions.  
 

Rabbi Kaplowitz, rabbikap@brandeis.edu 
Category: Learning Program 
Time: Shabbat, 35 minutes before Mincha 
 
Back by popular demand! Each week we will discuss a different issue 
of concern to Jewish students living in the 21st Century. All are 
welcome to this discussion-based, informal class. Previous years’ 
topics included: The Conversion Crisis, Art in Judaism, Judaism and 
Homosexuality, Is there an obligation to make Aliyah, Women’s 
Leadership in the Orthodox Community, etc. 
 
 



 
Talk to a friend and set up a time to learn from one of the multitudes of 
books in the Beit Midrash. Whether it’s the weekly parsha, the laws of 
brachot, or Jewish philosophy, grab a partner and enjoy the friendly 
atmosphere in the Beit Midrash, located in the basement of Shapiro 
Dormitory. 
 
Looking to get closer with someone over some Torah-talk? Contact BOO 
Beit Midrash Coordinator Nathan Young at nyoung@brandeis.edu to be 
set up with someone who will not only be your chavruta but will became a 
friend as well. 
 

 
Do you have some Torah to share? Take the plunge and give a Dvar Torah 
on Shabbos, speak at Mishmar, or give an impromptu shiur. 
 
To give a Dvar Torah, please contact Lee Nisson at 
nisson77@brandeis.edu 
 
To give Mishmar, please contact Alyssa Moore at 
amoore@brandeis.edu 
 
If you are interested in writing for Torat Emet, BOO’s weekly Torah 
publication, please contact Ora Gold (goldtz@brandeis.edu) or Ben 
Birkeland (bdbirke@brandeis.edu). 
 
To volunteer to read the Torah, contact Sarah Jaffe 
(sjaffe@brandeis.edu). 
 
For more ways to get your amazing ideas heard, please contact BOO 
Education Coordinator Aaron Wengrofsky at ajweng@brandeis.edu 
	
  



 
Guest Speakers 
This semester will feature an impressive array of guest speakers and 
scholars-in-residence. Stay tuned to the weekly BOO and Hillel 
announcements for more details. 
 
Seudah Shlishit 
If you are interested in helping set up Seudah Shlishit one Shabbat, please 
contact Leslie Golden at legolden@brandeis.edu.  
 
Kiddush 
To sponsor a Kiddush, contact BOO Treasurer Micah Lehmann 
mlehmann@brandeis.edu. To receive more information, join the 
committee, or request specific food for a Kiddush, contact Jacob Agi 
(jacobagi@brandeis.edu) or Leeyat Slyper (lslyper@brandeis.edu).  
 
Eruv 
To help check the Eruv, please contact Jacob Chatinover 
(jchat564@brandeis.edu).  

 
A Chavrutah Par Excellence: Rabbi Kaplowitz 
In addition to his scheduled Beit Midrash hours (see Thursday), Rabbi 
Kaplowitz is available throughout the week to learn with you. Feel free to 
email him at rabbikap@brandeis.edu to set up a time.  
  
 
Have Some Time? Learn With Toby! 
Toby Kaplowitz would love to learn with you! She is available for one-
on-one chevrutot as well as learning in small groups. Delve into the 
mysteries of the halachot of hair covering, the Jewish view on sex, topics 
in Talmud, and anything else that interests you. Please contact her at 
toby@brandeis.edu if you would like to set up a time to learn together.  
!
!
!
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  


