BOO Constitutional Review Committee

Information Session 2.4.10
I.  What is the BOO Constitutional Review Committee? 

 “The Constitutional Review Committee will meet once every four years beginning with the Spring Semester 2010. The committee will be chaired by the Vice President, and consist of four additional members, elected by the BOO Membership. One of the four seats shall be reserved for a former BOO Board member. The committee will present the constitution to the community at a general council meeting. A preliminary presentation to the BOO Board is recommended but not necessary.” (BOO Constitution: Article 7, Section 3)
CRC = BOO Vice President + 1 former BOO Board Member + 3 BOO Members 

II. What is our goal?

To review the BOO constitution and make necessary revisions, to better serve the Brandeis Orthodox Organization. The current BOO constitution can be found online: http://www.booweb.org/boo-constitution.html. 

III. How will we do this?

As liaisons to the BOO community, we will gather ideas from BOO members and also contribute our own personal ideas. The Constitution is a fairly technical document that ensures BOO runs smoothly; therefore, it is expected that many ideas will be coming from BOO Board members or leaders of the BOO community, who have been directly affected by the constitution. Once recommendations are put forth, we will work together to decide whether or not we want to put it in the BOO constitution.

We will meet once a week, on average, to discuss the constitution. Our meetings will focus on discussing ideas, rather than on actual drafting. It is recommended that we talk about revisions, until a consensus is formed, but if necessary, we will vote on issues by majority. This is because if we have to vote on something in committee, it is likely going to cause dissent at the actual ratification (something we don’t want to happen). Additionally, we will send many email chains, and it is recommended that committee members access a Gmail account to use GoogleDocs and maintain organized email chains.

IV. Join the BOO Constitutional Review Committee

Do you feel that some parts of the BOO Constitution need improvement or clarification? Now is the time to become a community leader and make change! Everyone is invited to run for a position on the Constitutional Review Committee. The CRC is a wonderful opportunity to have your voice heard and to put forth your ideas for improving the organization and management of the Brandeis Orthodox Organization. To apply to be a member of the Constitutional Review Committee, please submit your application to Dafna Gutfreund at Dafnag@brandeis.edu by Thursday February 11th at 9:00am. The application should address the following question: Please explain your past involvement with BOO, and why do you think you would be a good candidate to be a part of the BOO Constitutional Review Committee? Additionally, please submit a picture of yourself so that voters will recognize you. After submitting an application you become a running candidate, and then CRC members are elected by majority vote of BOO members.

V. Tentative schedule of CRC events and dates

1) CRC info session on February 4: we discuss the process and duties of CRC.

2) Application deadline to become a candidate for the Constitutional Review Committee on February 11.
3) Meet the Candidates Forum on February 22: Q&A session to meet the candidates prior to elections.

4) Elections February 23: during lunch and dinner in Sherman. Candidates with the majority of votes win. 

5) Committee members are announced on February 24. Committee schedules a meeting time for Meeting #1 (between 12-10pm).

6) CRC Meeting #1 is on February 25 (between 12-10pm).

7) The CRC revises the constitution in March and April. Then, the constitution is reviewed by BOO board.

9) The BOO membership ratifies the constitution (at a BOO general meeting) on April 25.

VI. Questions? Comments?

Speak now, or email Dafna Gutfreund at Dafnag@brandeis.edu.
